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A 
pril 2011 will see the start 
of a four -year, 150 th-
anniversary observance of 

the American Civil War all across 
the United States, analysing its 
influences on numerous aspects 
of society, including politics, race, 
gender, the military, and, of 
course, how the historic event 
helped shape the country it is 
today.  Such a commemoration 
ought not to surprise anyone â 
books on the American Civil War 
outsell all other subjects of his-
tory combined in the States.  
What will probably surprise most 
people, in both the United States 
and Great Britain, is that active 
steps are being taken in Liverpool 
and London to mark the event 
and analyse how it impacted their 
cities, and Britain as a whole.  At 
the close of the war in 1865, how-
ever, very few on either side of 
the Atlantic would be surprised 
that future commemorations 
would involve British participa-
tion, as the warçs outcome was 
largely decided by Her Majestyçs 
Governmentçs decision not to 
intervene.  

The impact of the war 
on Britain  

I am an American, born and bred 
in Virginia, but have lived in Eng-
land since 2004 when I started 

work towards my PhD on Union 
and Confederate propaganda 
movements in Britain at Queen 
Mary, University of London.  The 
project required four years of re-
search in 37 archives in 18 cities 
and towns, all but two of them in 
England.  During the experience, I 
learned that the warçs impact on 
Britain was much greater than 
historiography to date has stated, 

but also noticed that previous 
historians who have tackled the 
subject only consulted a small 
number of archives, some not 
looking beyond the British Li-
brary, National Archives, and Li-
brary of Congress.  A more in -
depth understanding of the mat-
ter requires far more exploration.  
Emancipation societies in Britain 
grew during the American Civil 

The American Civil War 

ended in England 
By Thomas E. Sebrell II 

Next year it will be 150 years since the American Civil war 

started. England played a pivotal but often ignored role in 

the conflict, and Tom Sebrell explores the part played in 

particular by the cities of London and Liverpool, and 

outlines his plans to make the commemoration a focus for 

tourism.  

The ceiling foyer in Charles Kuhn Prioleau's house in Abercromby 
Square, Liverpool (palmetto tree & crescent moon both symbols of his 

native South Carolina, the serpent wrapped at the base of the tree signi-
fied war and defiance).   Prioleau was senior partner of Fraser, Trenholm 

& Co. and the leading Confederate financier in Britain during the war, 
providing the funding necessary to build ships such as the Alabama, 

Florida, & Shenandoah, and numerous  blockade runners.    
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War, as did Anglo -Confederate 
groups springing up in numerous 
regions such as the Southern In-
dependence Association and the 
Society for Promoting a Cessation 
of Hostilities in America.  An ex-
tensive list of Parliamentarians 
partial to both sides also shows 
the impact of the conflict on 
Westminster, as well as their con-
stituencies.  Papers of these so-
cieties and influential individuals 
are scattered all over Britain, and 

are very significant towards our 
understanding of the subject.  

Unfortunately, much of this saga 
has been forgotten in British His-
tory, but thankfully steps are be-
ing taken to correct this.  In Au-
gust 2009 I was called in for an 
informal meeting with two Liver-
pool City Councillors wishing to 
explore the idea of developing 
American Civil War tourism in 
their city.  As an American, the 
idea was a no -brainer â Civil War 

tourism in the US is a very mar-
ketable business, with museums 
and battlefields significant to the 
subject regularly receiving thou-
sands, if not over a million, tour-
ists annually.  Furthermore, with 
such a high percentage of Ameri-
cans deeply interested in the sub-
ject who are constantly looking 
for more sites to visit, it is more 
than obvious that Liverpool 
would see a sharp increase in 
tourist numbers during the 2011 -
15 period.  The following two 
days, I was interviewed by the 
cityçs leading dailies, the Liver-
pool Daily Post  and Liverpool 
Echo, and have written a slew of 
articles about the Sesquicenten-
nial.  
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A few months later, I was con-
tacted by the Lord Mayorçs office 
and during our subsequent meet-
ing we outlined possible plans for 
Liverpoolçs roles in the Sesqui-
centennial â a couple of guided 
walking tours in and near the city 
centre, a bus tour going into 
other areas such as Waterloo, 
Anfield, Wavertree, and Allerton.  
Indeed, there is no shortage of 
significant American Civil War 
sites in Liverpool.  In Rumford 
Place, the Confederate 
æbankrollersç and shipbuilders, 
Fraser, Trenholm & Co., were 
headquartered.  Not having the 
means to construct a naval fleet 
in their own harbours owing to a 
severe lack of supplies, made 
worse because of the Union 
blockade, forced the South to 
look abroad to construct its navy.  

This was more easily facilitated 
due to the fact that prior to the 
war, the Charleston, South Caro-
lina -based company opened its 
Liverpool office to help facilitate 
the cotton trade.  Once Southern 
secession commenced, however, 
the firm dramatically changed its 
operations to that of æblockade 
runningç, taking British-made mu-
nitions and supplies to the Con-
federate armies.  Fraser, Tren-
holm & Co. then began orches-
trating the construction of some 
of the Southçs most notorious 
naval ships, including the Ala-
bama , Florida , and Shenandoah  
(the first two constructed in Birk-
enhead and Toxteth, respec-

The Great Hall of St George's Hall, Liverpool.   In October 1864, the 
'Confederate Bazaar' took place, organised by the Southern Independ-
ence Association and hosted by Charles Kuhn Prioleau's Liverpudlian 
wife, Mary, over a period of 5 days raising Ã17,000 for the aid of South-

ern prisoners -of -war.   


